


To the Reader of the 2014 revised edition of Causal Realism: 

The only revisions to the text occur in Ch. 1.

Since the publication of Causal Realism, I have discussed some
of its main themes in places that I recommend as introductions
that will help the reader get more out of Causal Realism.

On the critique of Hume concerning epistemic causal necessity
and causality in general (discussed Sec. 3.4 and from Ch. 7
through Sec. 10.1 of Causal Realism), see “Why Change Needs
an Efficient Cause: How Aristotle Could Refute Hume.” At
www.foraristotelians.info, click on Why Post-Fregean Methods
Have Not Reduced Philosophic Disagreement and Paradox.

On the distinction between things as things and things as ob-
jects of cognition (Secs. 2.2 through 6.4), the thing/object iden-
tity theory of truth (Chs. 3 and 6), Logic and logical relations
(Sec. 3.4 and Ch. 4), and “logical inclusion” (Secs. 4.4.1 and
4.4.3), see my edition of “The Conformity of Knowledge with
the Real” by Yves R. Simon, with my Introduction, Afterword
and editorial endnotes. At www.foraristotelians.info, click on
Virtual Anthology . . . , and click on “Yves Simon on Thing
and Object.”

On the issues mentioned in the preceding paragraph, as well as
linguistic relativism (Secs. 2.1, 6.2, 6.3) and the problem of
perception (Ch.10), see “The Problem of Thing and Object in
Maritain,” The Thomist, 1995.

On existence as an object of sentential knowledge (Ch. 5), the
problem perception (Ch. 10), crypto-idealism (Secs. 2.2.2, 5.1,
I.1) and intentional existence (Sec. I.1), see “Wittgenstein as a
Gateway to Analytical Thomism” in Analytical Thomism: Tra-
ditions in Dialogue, ed. Craig Paterson and Matthew S. Pugh.

Ashgate, 2006.   *
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On generic and specific word-functions (Sec. 9.4.2), awareness
of meaning (Ch. 3), logical inclusion (Secs. 4.4.1 and 4.4.2),
and psychologism (Sec. 3.2.3), see “If Wittgenstein Had Read
Poinsot: Recasting the Problem of Signs and Mental States,”
The American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly, 1994.  *

On empirical science (Ch. 8 through Sec. 9.2), see “Maritain's
Views on the Philosophy of Nature," in Conference-Seminar on
Jacques Maritain's The Degrees of Knowledge, edited by Rob-
ert J. Henle. St. Louis: American Maritain Association, 1981.   *

On philosophic fallibility, why being is not a genus and non-
generic word-functions, philosophic disagreement and paradox,
and religious language, see “How Yves Simon Trumps Cajetan
on Analogy,” including Appendix B. At
www.foraristotelians.info, click on Contributions to . . . .

On freedom of choice (Sec. I.2), see “Making Something Out
of Nihilation” in Jacques Maritain: The Man and His Meta-
physics, edited by John F. X. Knasas. Notre Dame: University
of Notre Dame Press, 1988.

On the ethical implications, not  in Causal Realism, of the
thing/object identity theory of truth, see “Natural Obligation:
How Rationally Known Truth Determines Ethical Good and
Evil,” The Thomist, 2002. For a summary of the latter, see “Ar-
tificial Contraception and Abstinence: Reflections on the Hu-

man Act,” Acta Philosophica (Rome), 2003.  See also my Ap-*

pendix to David P. Gallagher, “Person and Ethics in Aquinas.”
At www.foraristotelians.info click on Contributions to . . . .

For an update and abridgement of the “Bibliographical Essay”
(Sec. II.1), see “A Graduate Student’s Guide to Modern Aristo-
telian Philosophy: The Essential Readings in Speculative Phi-
losophy.” At www.foraristotelians.info click on Virtual Anthol-
ogy . . . .

 For a revised version, contact cahalanj@comcast.net.*
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Causal Realism

This book shows that “Every change is caused” is knowably necessary,
contrary to Hume. That changes everything in subsequent philosophy;
for the false dichotomy between epistemically necessary truths and
truths informing us of what exists arises only as a result of Hume. Also
false is the common premise of rationalism and empiricism: knowledge
of necessary truth cannot come from experience. Causal Realism
analyses necessary truth, for the first time, as a function of general truth
conditions. Doing so allows it to explain our knowledge of logic and
mathematics, provide non-Kantian foundations for empirical knowledge,
and show why post-Fregean methods have not reduced philosophic
disagreement and paradox. Its ground-breaking arguments make use
of overlooked contributions of two modern classical realists, Maritain
and Simon, who were consistent with their tradition but greatly ad-
vanced it in response to modern problems and insights. 

“Attempts nothing less than a return—but with many surprises—to
philosophical realism. I would direct the reader’s attention to the treat-
ment of Hume and the problem of causality, to the exposition—re-
markable and unparalled—of propositiones per so notae, and to the rich
discussion of the thing/object distinction which runs throughout.”  

—John N. Deely

“An excellent defense of causality and realism—especially effective for
meeting objections from the linguistic, analytical and empiricist tradi-
tions.”  

—William A. Wallace

“This book should be nothing less than a veritable block-buster.”

---Henry B. Veatch

“A monumental work by a considerable scholar who has a penetrating
grasp of  classical and contemporary philosophy. By retackling all of the
basic problems, of which causality and necessity are two of the most
fundamental,  it presents a convincing case for a restoration of philo-
sophical realism. Effectively shows that linguistic analysis rests on 
empiricism, progressively breaks down empiricism’s critique of philoso-
phy, and then establishes the traditional claims of metaphysics. Its
arguments are carefully worked out and its presentation of opposing
positions clear and honest. I know of no single complete work such as
this which is as comprehensive as it is thorough. The chapters on
causality are masterful. A much needed book.” 

—Anonymous evaluation for the publisher of the first edition
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